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PREFACE. 


E that Aiſeovert, what One 
| Man is," and places him in 
— 2 View, always intimates to 
Others, 2vhat'the uud, or ſpould 
not be : This ts ihe Uſe of, and thus 
much may be leuru d by a Character; 


in whichs it ſbonld be always eaſy and 


obvious to determine, whether it de. 
ſerves our Avon,” or our Imita- 


lion. 
The Character, 1 dry preſent the 


Wortd with, I muſt eſs 1 nor 
drawn from any One Jingle Perſon; 


but ir compoſed of the ſeveral Qua 


abions, 'which are neceſſary to 
nale up the Honeſt Man, I propoſe 
to deſeribe And mut unwillingly 775 
add; that, tho ] haue been Conver- 
fant with many of the Diſſenters, 


get I could never meet with One em. 
3 1 8 actiy a i 


The Prexracg. 


 afly correſponding to the following f 
Character. 7 do not therefore pub- 


Lifh This to their Reproach, but, as 
Honeſty, on my on Part, obliges 
, for their Reformation. I would 
have every Man, of what Perſwa- 


hes Duty ; for what is the Motive of 
any Writing, ſhould be the Rule of 
Men's Lives, viz. To act according 
Zo the Beſt of what they are, or can 


e informd of : Aud 1 muſt needs 


Jar, that, did every Diſſenter /triftly 
perform the ſeveral Parts, expreſs a 


in the following. Character; (and, 
whether He ought to do ſo, or not, { 


tale to be no Que/tion,) I am verily 


,  perſwaded, our unhappy Schiſms 
. would drwindle away apace (The 
Honeſt Diſſenters would ſoon become 

Honeſt Church-men; and we /houtd, 


in a very ſhort Time, enjoy Peace, 
Pnity, and Concord: For which, as 
our Litany zu/tly prays, We beſeech 
Thee to hear us, Good Lord, 
edit, CIO ATED > 


THE 


169. 


CHARACTER 
let a Nc: 
| Honeſt Diſſent er, &c. 


HE Honeit Diſſenter 7s ſincerely de- 
ſirous of Unity: He is earneſtly ſob 
_  licitons, that all Chriſtians may be of 

' one Mind; And, tho he Separates from 
the Eftabliſh'd Church, and ſo interrupts the Peace 


of it, yet this he does not do for the [ake of Sepa - 


ration: He had much rather join with the Church, 
be could doit with an eaſy and quiet Conſcience, 
ſo that his Separation is not a Matter of Humour 
alone, but of Neceſſity. 7 


Whatever be Men's Notions of Moral Ho- 
zeſty, yet in the Buſineſs of reveal'd Religion, 
we muſt determine, what is Honeſt, by its 


Conformity to Revelation; ſo that, tho' there 


are indeed Arguments to be brought from 
Reaſon, from the joint Intereſts, . and mutual 
Benefits of Mankind, which may induce to, 
1 an 


— — — — 
— 8 — — 
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[2] 


and x Unity; yet will theſe prevail 
an they ſerve ſuch Intereſts, and 


no farther, than they ſerve ſuch Intereſts, and 
produce ſuch Benefits: If theſe be the only 
Motives, upon which; Men are Hoseſt, when 


they ceaſe, it will not be thought Diſ-honeſt, 


to act after a different Manner; and it will be 


4 difficult Task to perſwade Men, by Princi- 
ples of Morality alone, to do one Thing, when 
according to their own Judgment, the Advan- 


tages of others, or themſelves, point out Ano- 
ther. But, when we make a ſtanding Revela- 
tion the Touch-ſtone of Honeſty, when we fix 
it upon this ſure and immovable Foundation, 
it will never vary from its Standard, but it 


muſt change its Nature. Tis a Chriſtian 


Honeſty therefore, which I ſpeak of, more par · 


tieularly in this firſt and main Fart of the C. 


rater; and 1 doubt not, but it will appear, 
that the Man, who is endued with it, mult of 
Neceſſity be jn every Foint anſwerable to the 


- Charatfer here given of Him. 


Hut as to the Hobeſty afterwards deſcribed, 


I intend not to oblige my Telf to produce Serip- 


tnre-Proofs for every Part thereof; but delire_ 
to be thus underſtood, thãt the Honeſt Man en- 


| deavours to ſquare all his Actions according to 
rhe deſt Information, he either hath, or can 


have from Nęaſon, of Rebelation. For, tho” it 


is not probable, that it ſhould often ſo happen, 
yet a Man may appear Juſt in his common 
Dealings with his Neighbors, and Upright 


in his Converſation, without being that Honeſt 


Manz which he ought to be; without con. 
8 5 ſulting 
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| [31 
ſulting -Reaſox. and Scripture, to determine all 
his Actions by, particularly to direct him in 
Religious Principles, and the Worſhip of God. 

But to proceed in the Illuſtration, of this 
Character; That the Howeſt Diſſenter ſhould be 
deſirous: of Unity in Religion, is no mores 
than that he ſhould be Religious, there being 


| a Society in Religion, and the Nature of a Sos 


ciety, the Preſervation of it ar leaſt, conlift« 
ing in Unity: So that in ſhort, be a Man's Per- 
ſwaſion, what it will, and whatever Religion 
he profeſſes, yet, as he is a Member of that 
Body, which profefles the ſame, he is thereby 
obliged as far as tis in his Power, to preſerve 
_ maintain the Union of all the Menbers 
G „ ne 

But the Chriſtian Religion carries this Point 
yet farther ; and not only from the Nature of a 
Church in Common with all other Societies, but 
in a particular Manner, from the Precepts of its 
holy Author, enforces that Unity: upon all its 
Members, without being heartily deſirous of 
which no Man can Honeſtly profeſs, and call 
himſelf a Chriſtian. The Honeſt Diſſenter there» | 
fore is willing to be of the ſame Mind with all 
others of Chriſt”s Diſciples; or, which is the 


very ſame in Effect, would have them be lie- 


[4 ], 


mentativeReaſogs urg d for Men's on En- 
dea vours after the ſame. 


Thus, not to multiply Inſtances, our bleſſed 
Saviour, not long before his Departure from 
dem, recommended Peace to his Diſciples, as 
the deareft:Pledge of his Love, that he could 


leave em; Thus does he beſeech the Father, 


that they may in their Union reſemble that 
myſterious, cloſe and inſeparable Union be- 
tween the Father and the Son; and the more 
effectually to compleat this, he informs them, 
that they muſt all of em jaintly continue in 
Fim, as the Branches do in a Vine, and that if 
any of em ſhould be ſeparated from Him, or 


from one ande her, either of which implies both, 
the Conſequence of this would be, that they 


would ſoon wither, and ſo become of no far- 


ther Uſe, than to be gathered into Bundles, and 


Nor is St. Paul's Zeal for Unity leſs remark- 


ably expreſs d, when he repreſents the Church 
in that admirable Figure, the Members of. the 
Bady. How Earneſt is he with Men, that, if 
it be poſſible, and as much as lieth in them, they 
wauld live peaceably? And in how particular a 
Manner does he conclude his Charge to the Co- 
rinthians, with the ſame divine Leſſon; Be. of 


one Mind, live in Peace, and the God of Love 


and Peace ſball be with on. an.” 
Aud as to the Union of that particular, 
National Church, which is Eſtabliſbed in the 


Country, where he lives; This is to the Haneſi > 
Diſſenter as the Catholick Church: For he cannot 
1 join 


„  @ w.4. mW e 
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2 


Reaſon for his Separation, which alone (if an 


1 

join with the Catholic Church, hut by joining 
with ſome particular Part of it: Therefore, as 
to the Communion of This, his Deſire is the 
ſame, viz. That all ſhould join in it; ſo that, 
as I have mentioned in his Character, tho he 
does Separate, he is ſtill a Lover of Union, hut 
is not able to effect it, by Conforming with 
the reſt of his Country · Men, or by inducing 
them to Conformity with himſelf. He is not 
able, I ſay, . e. Conſcientiouſiy he cannot do 
it; he thinks he ſhould highly Diſpleaſe God, 
by his Communion with the Effabliſo d C harcù, 
and therefore he forbears: And he has that 


thing) can juſtify him in it, that he ſhould 
other wiſe be guilty of a known and wilful Sin, 
the Commiſſion of which his Conſcience can 


» 


by na Means bear, or approve of. / / , 

ict 960) do BE +: 41-4 Shame 
The: Honeſt Diſſenter may be One, that has 

been educated in the Separation, by Parents of the 

ſame Perſwaſion : Or One, that has been brought u 


in the EſtabliſÞ\d.Church, but finding ſomemhat in 


it, which he could not in Conſciencs comply with, 
was therefore perſwaded to leave it. If then the 
Former be his Caſe, that he was educated in Se 


. Fation, when he comes to Tears of Diſcretion, he 
cannot reſt, without ſoberly, curefulſy, aud impar- 
tally making an Enquiry into the Grounds of hit 
| Separation. If the Latter be his Caſe, he does mob 
| heavy ehe Church, without being \comvineed, that  _ 
T4rSinfal for him ti continue ii ill] | 
- GH; B That e 


: 
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That there are many Diſſenters of beth 
theſe Kinds, is not to be queſtion'd; and as to 
thoſe of the former Sort, I here charge them 
not with the Neglect of ſuch Examination of 
their Principles, as I have affirm'd to be re- 
uir'd of them: But I am perſwaded, that 
there is one great Fault, which runs almoſt 
thro' the whole Body of thoſe, that Separate 
from us; chat whereas they are taught to 


cavil at, and inveigh againſt our Liturgy, there 
ate many of em, who are fo little acquainted 


with it, that they hardly know it from the 
Altoran; like the giddy Rabble in the grand 
Rebellion, they can cry out No Biſbops, tho 


neither the Name, nor the Office of a Biſbop, 


is any more underſtood by em, than that of a 
Brachman,' or. Mufti: And their general An- 
{wer, nay, all chat they are able to reply, when 
queſtion'd about their Separation, and the 
Grounds of it, is, Mr. ſuch an One, naming 
their reſpective Teacher, is able to give you an 
Anſwer; Go talk with him; I wiſh he were 
here, &c. 399 090 9 F 8 

And if to this they object, as they com- 
monly do, that thoſe of the Church are as Ig- 


norant as themſelves; that the common People 


amongſt them alſo, are as unable to give an 
Account of their Principles, and to defend the | 
Order of Biſbops, the Liturgy, & c- as they are 
to ſhew good Reaſons for their Diſlike ta em; 

to this I anſwer, that twere to be wiſh'd in- 
deed, that all of the Inferior Rank of Men were 
much wiſer, than they are, in the great and 
Toft T 6 mo- 


[7] 
momentous Buſineſs of Religion: But when 
we ſpeak of the Neceſſity of ſuch Information, 
as relates to Controverſy in Religion, they, 
who oppoſe that which is Efabliſb'd, are moſt 
certainly obliged to have ſolid Grounds, and 
ſubſtantial Reaſons, for ſuch their Oppoſition ; 
whereas they, who in Conformity to the Eſta- 
bliſhment, and in Obedience to their Govers» 
nors, continue in the Church, are not equally 
bound to defend and maintain every Point of 
their Communion. For to make this clearer; 
A Man certainly may live in Submiſſion and 


Obedience to the Prince, who is in actual Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Throne, without any Obliga- 
tion to prove ſuch an One's Title to every Part 


of his Dominions: Whereas he, who refuſes 


his Allegiance, is unqueſtionably bound in 
Conſcience to diſprove his Title, to whom he 
denies Subjection; and to defend that of the 
Other, to whom he joins himſelf, and whom 
he acknowledges to be his ſupreme and lawful 
Governor. But, whatever Men may think ↄf 
this Illuſtration, yet tis apparently the Buſineſs 
of every one, who rejects any thing, that is 


generally received, thoꝰ it be but a mere and 


indifferent Cuſtom, to have juſt Cauſe for his 
Diſſent. And, to put this beyond all Diſpute, 


Governors being to be Obey d in all things 


Lawful, *tis ſufficient for thoſe, who Obey, to 
be perſwaded, that the things are Lawful, in 
which they do ſo; but as for thoſe, who op- 
poſe themſelves to any Commands of their 
Governors, which Multitudes comply _ as 
| | Wo 


„ F 

Lawful, they muſt be able to prove them 
ptherwiſei;,' For the Former, if they are mi- 
of ſufficient Information; whereas the Latter, 
if they err, da an ill thing, ie. Diſobey, for 
want of rightly Informing themſelves. 

Did we therefore allow, that the common 
People, in our Church, were unable to defend 
the Terms of their Communion, againſt all 
Gain-ſayers; yet, I fear, their holding: faſt that, 
which is generally approv'd of as good, without 
proving all things, will be but an ordinary Vin- 
dication of thoſe, who hold faft chat, which is as 
generally, condemn'd as Evil; without proving 
whether it e ſo, or not. If thoſe of the Efta- 
bliſÞ'd Churob are bound to examine and under- 
ſtand the law fulneſs of their Communion, as 
is here objected; there can, I'm ſure, be no 
Reaſon alledg'd for the Oiſſenters being ex- 
empted from making the ſame Enquiry; And 
this is What I contend far; deſiring thoſe, who 
have been educated in Separation, impartially 
to enquire, whether they ought to continue 
in, or to forſake it; and thoſe, who have the 
Care of em, to allow of this their Honeſt En- 
deavour to ſatisfy their Conſciences; to give 
them Leave to uſe the proper Methods of In- 
formation, and not to conſtrain em blindly 
to follow their Fore-Fathers, to remain Si. 
nat ils, becauſe they were Born, and Bred fo, 
and-to.{ubſcribe themſelves Diſciples of a ſepa - 
rate Congregation, before they know, upon what 
Terms, they may be admitted ta that, Which 


Ns Ot 
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is EfabliſÞ'd: Nor will that vain Pretence , 
which ſome have made, excuſe them from 
this Edquiry into the Terms of Church-Com- 
munion, vis. That becauſe they were Born 
and Bred; what we call Diſſenters, and were 
never in the Church br England, they do not 
therefore Diſſent, or Separate from the Church, 


For the Charge of not joining with thie Church 


is the ſame with that of leaving it! Both ate 
equally forbidden by the Laws, which enjoin 


* 


Chureh. Communion; and if thete be Sin in the 


One, there is Sin in the Other. 


And now to be brief with the ſecond Sort of 
Diſſenters, vic. Thoſe, who leave the. Church 
after they are come ta Years of Diſcretion ; 
Tis a lamentable Obſervation, that ſo many 
make their own private Piques and Diſguſts 
the Cauſe of Separation; that ſame run away 
from the (hureb, upon ſome petty, trifling 
Quarrel with their Miniſſer, ſome, becauſe 
they have diſcover'd that thoſe of the Church 


are not ſo Good, as they ſhould be; and that 


others forſake it profeſſedly for no other Rea- 


ſoo, but to hear a more able, and berter-gifted 


Teacher: whereas the Peace and Unity of the 


Church is not a Matter bf fo little Importance: 


Tis, as I before obſerv'd, to be induſtriouſſy 
maintain d, when it can be done without Sin; 
and 'tis juſtly to be fear'd, that he, who ſo. 


undervalues Unity, as to ſuffer any trivial Cauſe 


to be the Occaſion of his violating it, will es 
little value, and as eaſily upon Oxcaſion give 


up any other Point of his Religion 
III. As 


if 
L 
3; 
bj 
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Hs 4 Conſequence of the former Part of the | 
fore-going, Character, the Honeſt Diſſenter reads 
thoſe Books, which are wrote for, or againſt his | 
Opinion, with Impartiality; And whes be enters 
into any Conference about his Perſwafion, he [ers | 


himſelf as free as paſſible, from all Prejudices ane 


Prepoſſeſſions, with Reſpect᷑ to either ſide, reſolu- | 
ing to be determin d by Reaſon, to follow Con- 


Vvidtion, and to embrace the Truth, on which ſide | 


ſoover it appears to be. e DT, 7 
Since true Principles, and Unity in the Chri- 
ſtias Charch, are of no leſs Conſequence to 
Men, than, that their Salvation depends upon 
them: a Man muſt deal moſt fallaciouſly and 
treacherouſly- with himſelf, - who ſuffers his 
Mind to be ſo far prejudic'd for any Opinion, 
as to apply himſelf to ſuch Books only, as he 


+ +4 


already knows by the general Character of 
em, agree with his preſent Thoughts, favour 
his Inclinations, and confirm his Tenets : But 


on the other Hand, condemns without Law or 


Trial all, that by the ſame Information, 5. e. | 


by the general Character of em, he knows to 
be otherwiſe; For as this is a monſtrous Piece 


of Injuſtice to the Authors of the Books, he 
thus injudieiouſly cenſures, and to the Cauſe, 
for which they wrote them: ſo likewiſe is it 
dangerous, and ſometimes fatal to the Perſons 
themſelves; who, if they ſhould be in an 
Error, are thereby, without a Miracle, under 


2 Kind of Impaſſibility of being A 


[uw] 
The ſame Method, ſiace thete is Nothing 
either Falſe or Vicious, but what has been 
patroniz'd and defended, would put a Man of 
any Principles, or Practice, out of the Reach 
of Recovery; and fo, he who is once got out 


of the Way, would be fated to eternal Wan- 


dring, would ſtill purſue the Igais Patuus, that 
had miſ-led him, and being under the Di- 
rection of a falſe Guide, muſt for ever con- 
tinue in the Delufion. Tn 

But particularly in the Caſe before us, to 
hear, or ſee Nothing, but continual Revilings 
of the Conſtitution of our Church, to be con- 
vinc'd of the Imperfections in our Liturgy, 
without ever Reading it, or conſulting thoſe, 


Who are the proper Expoſitors of it; to reject 


the Order of Biſhops, without looking into the 
Scriptural Inſtitution of em, or examining the 


Hiſtory of their Succeſſion; to prefer the Effi- 
cacy of conceived Prayer to that which is Com- 


vos d, without experiencing the Influence of 
Each, by an equal Attention, or equally en- 
deavouring to attend to Both; what is all this, 
I ſay, but a partial Indulgence of Prejudice, 
a poſitive Refuſal of Information, and in di- 
rect Contradiction to the Apoſties Advice, an 
Holding faſt that, which we already have made 


Choice of, whether good, or evil, without Proof, 
Trial, or Examination of any thing beſides? 


This therefore the Heseſt Diſſenter will 


never be Guilty of; He has conſulted thoſe. 
Paſſages of Seripture, and thoſe Teitimanies 
of Antiquity, which are made Uſe of wee 


2. 
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bliſh the Neceffity of tlie Epiſcopal Order; He 
has upon the falreſt Examination, he could 
make, found, as he-canceaves, all theſe Proofs 
deficient, and therefore, tho the Order be good, 
yet he does not think: it Neceſſary 5 tho Epiſ- 
copal Government be uſeful, yet he will not 
ſubmit to it, when impos d, as abſolutely not 
to be diſpens'd with; and tho he allows the 
Ordination by Biſbops to be valid, as containing 
in it that of Presbyters, yet he has diſcover'd 
That by Presbyters alone to be equally valid, and 
thereſore to be all, that is requiſite, Again, 
he has examin'd Objections made againſt our 
Liturgy, by carefully viewing and ſifting, ſe- 
rioully conſidering and weighing the Force of 
every: Objection, and candidly allowing all 
poſſible Favour tothe Anſwers, he finds given 

to them; and aſter all, he does not think the 
Flaws: ſufficiently clear d, accounted for, and 
vindicated. Laſtly, He has gone to Church 
with a Pious Intention of being Devout; he 
has, when there, comply'd with, and endea- 
vour d to Pray with the Congregation, by ſtifling 
all Prejadicey and quickning his Attention as 
much, as poſſible; but in the Concluſion he 
perceives, that he has not Pray'd, and that he 
cannor do it effectually in a pre- compoſed Form; 
hethinks the Service he has perform d, leſs Ac- 
ceptable to God, and leſs Beneficial to himſelf, 
than what he us'd to perform in a feparate 
Alfembly. 3 US 964 140 10) e een 
As for his Objection againſt the Preaching 
of his"Pariſh- Miniffer ; as being » p 
LI - Ns 
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ä lay af aſide all Prejudice; and indeed without his 
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about Which they are concernd;' 5 109 


vemed between vs, and the Diſſentes,' but only 


[ t3 3 


'fally to adſwer ; tho tis What fel 

any Wiſe,- or Honeſt Man, will thioka Re 
Ground of Separation. *Tis'vafortunate indeed 
for- any People, to have ſuch 4 Paſtor, às they 
juſtly Allie; eſpeeially, if his Faults: are (teh, 
as tend to prevent che Efhcacy ef his Preaßigę: 
But to à well-diſpos'd' Mind, the very worlt 
gennant are not Wirtiour' chejr beneficial In; 


: Augnte: - 39 9490 ION 1 


Thus has thb Honeſt Diſſeates'endeavoiir'd' to 


doing ſo, as there is no hope of, - his ever diſ⸗ 
covering himſelf'to be in an Error; ſo were he 
in the Right, there is not the leaſt Shadow of 
an Excuſe for him, becauſe hie is in the Right, 
only thro a blind and ignorant Prejudice. If he 
has not in each Particular, I have mention d, 
ſought after all the Information, that he could, 
he has not ated the Part of either a Wile, or an 
2 Man; Both which will for ever held this, 

axim, which Reaſon, Religion, and Chit- 


Kaan in particular adac, 515 aan ee 


nion and Practice muſt be directed by che beſt 
Knowledge, he has, or can have ol the things, 


And here: as thro* the whole: ofthis Ching: 
R Hοt my. Deſign to diſpute the Points: contre: 


to ſhew,- whiat: be, who does: diſpute Dm, 
bound to do, if he will acquit himſelf Tal 
and Honeſtly ; 'Andthe Rules here laid down 


Sage 
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Bages in any Conference about the Differences 
berwac 1 and the Cherch. Herein he will 
| 7 allow, what 1 is urg d againſt him, its 
ll #zight,. cho he Rds 3 4 be enough to bear 
um down; He will have never the worſe Opi- 
nion of any thing, becauſe tis not, what 
has been taught, believes, or practiſes; but 


| will. Aye, that profound. Veneration for Truth, 


which it deſerves, i. e. give it Leave to convince 
him. And, tho? I ſhall not here undertake to 
determine, what is due Conviction, or what 
es of it ought to influence a Man to his 
Jagveslion,.. becauſe the Inequality, of Diſpu- 
tapts.may. make great Alterations i in this Point; 
vst aus much, I. think, is certain, that, who- 


Ever engages in a Controverſy, is bound to yield, 


when e longer maintain his Cauſe a- 
Walt che Arguments, with which he is at- 
wks; L 922 8hne, till by himſelf, or ſome other 

learly, and. N ee anſwer them, 
thay, dis im as binding, as any Truth can 
ben En {0 far, as to demand Aﬀent ; the Con- 
ſequenca of Which I leave to himſelf. © _ 


| %s fer, the Sbame of departing from Error, 
Which, I fear, is the. beſt Reaſon, that many 


Heaters can give, far the Stiffaeſs, with which 
q hold und maintain their Separation, I muſt 
needs. lau, bat I take it to be much more for a 


4 ae forfake an Error upon ſuffi- 


e oavickion, chan never to have been in 
rat all. . This at ſeaſt 1 will confidently 


arm, that eis a Shame for ay. Man to con- 


tigue-in the Wrong, beeauſe he will „ 


LSE 
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. fo upon any Account whatever. 
acknowledges, when for fear of Shame, he de- 


tion, yet generally the Pretence, which 
who Separate after an Education in the che 
make uſe of, is ſome Diflike, ſoche 1 or Dif. 


knows himſelf to be in the d 25 
s himſe 


clines his Converſion; for if he be aſham'd to 


have been miſ-led, the being ſtill in the fame 


Condition muſt make him mote fo, and mult 
as much aggravate his Shame, as ire nl 


acting againſt Knowledge, can heighten anc 


enhance WA TIE. POLES N 8 : 


IV. 1 1 
* Honeſt Difſewer, who 3 fo the 


Church, after he is come to Tears: of Diſcretion, 
| does not continue long in any ſeparate Congregation, 
without conſulting his P arochial Miniſter, and lay 


befare him all the n air 
42 6 N 7 25 * 
is 


This, ballads 2 my certain Knowledge 


but ſeldom, if ever paid them, may be look's 


1 as an unreaſonable Demand in the C4 
of the Chareh of Exglad; and tlie rather, be- 
5 — whatever'þe real Occaſion of 5 


guſt, they have conceived a eir Para- 


abe Miniſter. It ſeems — too ſevere, 


chat Men ſhould be thus confin'd to one Congre- 
. = that they ſhould” be ſo. ſubject to the 
ſtor of N ag not to be at Liberty to rexa 
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the Pains of fening himfelf Right; and chat! 
tis the greateſt Shame of all, for a Man, W 


they PONY indeed, thas they 


* 

hays 1 eee 
pu naye,anyimanner of Reſttaint upon em, 
: 1 bechig to pay any Submiſſion to, or 
 own;any; Dependance upon him, who is ap- 
pointed to match for their Sonis 
NI necd;go.no farther for Proof, or Illuſtta- 
tioꝑ of this Patt of the Character, than ouly to ob- 
ſerye, that, whilſt any Man continues in. the 

Church, or iadeed whilſt he continues a Member 
S i he DMS himſelf, and his 
Canſcience to the Direction of the Paſtor of that 
Congregation. This the Diſſeaters themſelves 
acknowledge, in that they reject their Parochial 
Miniſters, and make Choice of others, whom 
they ſet up for their Guides, from whom they 
teosive Inſtruction, and whom they ſupport far 
this very End and Purpoſe. Now a Paſtor;'a 
Guide, er, Overſcer of Souls; or whatever elſe 
_ Uhoyppleaſe: co call him, can be no one of all 
theſe, if it be not his Buſineſs to aſſiſt his Flock 
zu thoſe things, wherein they chiefly want! his 
Aſſiſtance,  wi4. in the Scruples and Doubts, 
which ariſe in their Conſeiences. Whenever 
_ theſs- unfortunately diſtutb a Man's inward 
Peace, then is his Paſtor.of ſignal Uſe and Ser- 
Viee to him; and therefore when theſe are of 
at! Nigg, ad to induce a Man to leave the 
Churgh, ſuch Poubts and Scruples being of as 
great Conſequence, as moſt othets, that can 
Happen to him, they muſt he ſuch, as his Paftor 
ſhould be made acquainted with, in order to 
quiet his Conſcience;; and ſo to ſatisfy him, 
chat he may continue io the-Charch,'or ſo, that 

yiche more ſafely withdraw himſelf from 


it. 


3 
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it. Til he has left the Church, the Minifer of 


his Pariſh is undoubtedly the Guide and Director 
of his Soul, and its Concerns; He is the Perſon, 
whom the Laws of God and Man have ſet and 
appointed to attend upon this very thing: The 
Objections a Man. makes againſt the Charch are 


ſpirimal Concerns; And therefore, unleſs he 


will ſay, that he firſt left the Church, and then 
rais'd Object ions againſt it, having had none at 
all before, the hearing and ſolving of thoſe Ob- 
jections, which he has, muſt belong to him, 


who was his Paſtor, when theſe Diſtempers and 


Sores firſt broke out and appear'd in his Soul. 

Now amongſt the Many, who revolt from 
Us, how few there are, but what would be pre- 
vented and cur'd in their firſt Inclinat ions to 
Schi ſm, if this Method were made Uſe of, I 
leave any Man to judge; And yet is it poſſible 
to: conceive, that in a Chriſtian Church, to which 
a Miuiſtry is abſolutely Eſſential, any Man 


in fpiritual Mlatters of the higheſt Concern and 
Importance to determine without the Know- 
ledge, Advice and Approbation of his ſpiritual 


Guide p The Huneſt Diſſenter, Pm ſure, will 
think, and ſay otherwiſe; he will confeſs, that 
whilſt he cont inu'd in the Church, his Pariſh 


Minifter: was his Shepherd; that he left not his 
Flock; but for. ſuch Reaſons, as he had firſt 


communicated to Hie: and that if he could 
have anſwer ' d his Objections, and made him 


eaſy, be would never Have rebolted to another 


Communion , Subjected himſelf to another 
. r Pater, 


\ 


ſhould be ſo far his own Guide and Director, as 


eh 
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without due Conſideration, yet he ſoon after 
gives in to him, who is the proper Fudge thereof, 
the Reaſons of his Departure, he —_ the 
Cauſes of his Separation, and is, when ſatisfy d, 
0 as ready to return to the Chreb, as, when diſ- 
| latisfy'd, he was to leave it. 


"Tho" he joins with a ſeparate Congregation, and 
. employs Part of his Subſtance in the Maintenance 
of a ſeparate Teacher, get the Honeſt Diſſenter does 
wot with. hold, what is legally due, from his Paro- 


And this indeed many of the Difſenters are 
fo Honeſt as to acknowledge, and practiſe ac- 
cordingly ; And yet ſame of em are apt to with- 
hold Tythes, and other Dues, as deeming it hard, 
that they ſhould be oblig'd; to maintain thoſe, 
who do nothing for em, and to whom there - 
ſore there ſeems nothing to be due. And here 
becauſe it would be but to little Purpoſe to aſſert 
the Divine Right, which the Clergy have to 
| their Maintenance, becauſe the Diſfenters may 
imagine, that upon this Footipg, their Claim is 
35 good, as that of any others ; let it therefore 
e ſufficient, and ſufficient indeed it is atpreſeat, 
that Humane Laws have fecur'd to the Ciego 
df the Chaych of England, their Revenues, and 
11'S a a? be. thorn ge them, 43 3 1 
Wi unconteſtably, as that of any ether Man's 
or Foſſeions. Buy 
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© Bar there is one Thing, which probably many 
enters are unacquainted with; vir. That 


_ Offerings are as much, and as legally due, as 


Tythes ; what any Man gives his Miniſter over 


and above the accuſtamed Offering, is indeed, 


as they pleaſe to call it, a Free-Will-Offering, 
and their Minifter is oblig'd to em for ſuch In- 
ſtances of the Reſpect and Reverence they bear 
towards him : But the accuſtomed Offerings are 
due by Law; and ſince what is fo due, the Ho- 


oo Diſſenter thinks he ought to pay, without 


Trouble, or, if there be none made, even with- 


out a Demand, therefore he readily and chear- 


fully pays his Parochial Miniſter all his lawful 
Tythes, and his accuſtomed Offerings. 

_ The Honeſt Diſſenter 5s conſtant tu one Congre- 
gation, and does not join with every Aſſembly of 
Spalt din, e 
There is indeed a vain Notion got-into ſome 
Men's Heads, or at leaſt they pretend to be fo 


| perſwaded, that a Man not only may, but in 


Charity . ought , ſometimes to join himſelf to 
every Aſſembly of Chriſtians meeting together 
for the Worſhip of God. But, if as I've already 
ſhew'd, the Neceſſity of Unity in the Chriſtian 
Church, forbids all Separation from that which 
is Eſtabliſh'd, unleſs: the Terms of its Commu- 
nion be Sinful; then whoever ſeparates from the 


Church of i, . becauſe there is ſuch a Dil 
« agrvement- — ween his own Principles, 2 
HN "et 3 . 5 | 
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muſt far the ſame Realon refuſe to join wit 
any: other Sect, between whom andhimfelf there 
is any itrechocilable Diſagreement; ; 


Jo put this Caſe a little more plainly; If that 


o 


ect, Which goes under the Denomination of 


Se 
eee, di ſagrees with another Sect, call d 
dnaboptiſts;;in as Material a Point, as thoſe; in 
which. they differ, and for which they ſeparate 
from the: Church, they can then no more join 
with the. Anabaptiſts., than with the (Churth , 
not, vice verſd, the Anabaptiſts with them: And 


whether the Point of Infant - Baptiſm be not as 


Material, as any Point in Controverſy between 
thoſe of che Chareh and the Presbyterians, I ap- 
peal to any Man, who knows to what Height 
this Controverſy has been carried by thoſe, who 


oppoſe Iofant-Baptiſm, or who hat any. Notion 
ar ll o 


bet f the Nature, Neceſſity „and Ant itution 
0 chat Sacrament. a ern nne 
For if this be to the Axabapriffs a ſufficient 


Ground of Separation, it is certainly a ſufficient 


* 
1 d. „ o 
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Ground for their refuſing to jain with all thoſe; 

he Baptize Infants, which tis maoifeſt the 
| xi — profeſs to do: And if itbe ſufficient 
to Warrant the Anabaptiſts, in not joining with 
the Presbyzerians, it ſeems to me not only ſuffici- 
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are ſo widely diffetent, What 
„ Sub- 
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Suhmiſſion and Cundeſcention oughe they to 
make for the Sake of Unity? If holding Prio- 
eiplrs irreconcilable, they can join themſelves, 
as Ls evident they do, to one another's 
. and Communions; nothing bindera, er 
t «+7 they may join themſelves to the Ch, 
notwichſtanding their Dilagreement with it in 
ſſome Particulars: And if Separation, wllioll ig 
the main thing io dommon amongſt our ſeveral 
8 induces *em to join with one another, 
3 ths (bunch, ana. would imagine, 
be as good an Indacement to the join 
„ — with It. This therefore, I ſay, the H 
 Difſenter is appriz d of; He enters into no Coin: 
bination agaiaſtuthe: Church wü Men; who 
have no other rineiple, upon which they can 
recommend themſelves to 4 but tliat of their 
Separation; And be rather condemiia thoſe, who 
feparate from: the (Church upon thoſe -Points, in 
Which he could, and does agree with it and 
which would not be to him, had he no ther, 
Julficiear e 5 18. i 
tete 1 1.353097. 21 21651 
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"The 88 an e hinfelf 
Ott Mut Conformity; in being generally in Com-. 
wumon with « ſeparate Corgi, pry ſometimes 
with Fhe efpabli 4 Church, 


Nui (N 
„Thb lark of An Honeſt Diner tis bein 1 | 
low'd by ſo many ot / themſelves to be juſt,” that 
| \ſhanld not think, there were atiy Occaſion to 
a upon ir here, „ of them main- 
b tain, 
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juſt now obſerv d, that a Man 
__ join with all Congregations of Chriſti- 


aneeting together for the Worſhip of God; 
tho by the by, I do not know, that ever any 


Amin Mharth, thought it fo trifling and in- 


Gifferent a Matter; whether it be-preſerv'd; or 
awhiether it be intetrupted; or did ever anſwer 


lekris / One: Argument brought againſt the Orea- 
Fo#aiCorformiftey That, if it be ever lawful to 
Communicate with the Church, tis always ſo; 
and if uwaysflnuiul, then always neceſſary. 
ni tis upomilie Strengthof this, that I make 


Aim Rocbe an meſt Diſſenier, who refuſes to 


Conform Gcruſumalj to the Church; nor: becauſe 
The vety A of ſachOccaſſona ! Conformity'is a Sin, 
———— who! does flot conſtantly, What, 
ate nicyciof;ithe Charch;: and whem:con- 
Felfcdly tupon:ng: H ecount he i neceſſitated to 
Aa. on of bed ton od n ons 

But their Conſoi ells ſame of them, that 


this is what they ought to do, that they muſt 
generally ſeparate froti the Church, and yer Oc- 


Nai join ich it, and what their Gonlgience 
el em do, they are bound. f perform, .not- 
Wichſtauding all the Reaſons, that can be. urg d 
to the Contrary. This, for ought I koaw, may 
be really the Caſe of Tome Men, and this may 
beabeir- Perſwakon. But, Em ſure, ute ver 
Difference there is in Mons Principles aul 


Actions, if the foregoing; Pretence will ſamtiß 


ik! 


them, the Piß or Mabomut an, tlie . 
| 0 


Man;-who had the: leaſt Notion of Unity in the 


co 


awnings, bheatiows to:beilawfol, - 
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Adulterer may plead the ſame Enthufiaſtical Ex. 


cuſe; and the Diſſenters in many Caſes, where 
they will not juſtify the Actions, muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity juſtify the Men, who commit theen. 
T have but one thing more to add, with Re- 
ſpe& to Occaſional Conformity, wiz. That if tha 


| Men, who are guilty of it, do thereby intend 


to prevail upon ſome of the more luke warm and 
indifferent Members of our Church, :Occafionally 
to Conform to them, (which, I'm apt to think, is 
a Point of Policy amongſt them) I ſhall con- 
ſider this farther under the followiog Mark; vis. 


The Honeft Diſſenter has à real and juſt Value 
for Integrity and Sincerity in all Perſons; As there- 
fore he lightly efteems thoſe, who generally Conform 
to the Separatifts, and Occaſionally to the Charth > 
So likewiſe he entertains a mean Opinion of Luke 
warmneſs in thoſe of the Church ;* and he thinks bus 
the worſe of them, for Conforming generally to sbe 
Church, and Occaſionally to fome ſeparate C my 


r Ü! % r ͤ toads 
As for thoſe Men, who generally ſet a great 
Value upon themſelves, as Men of Moderatlos, 


they are the very worſt Sort of Men,amonghh 


us; they have not the leaſt Spark of a Religious 


Teal in them, or the leaſt Notion of Coaſtancy 


and Steadineſs, Regularity and Uniformity 3 
but throꝰ a Kind of Looſneſs, Indifferencg, and 
Lukewarmneſs in Religion, are contented with. 
the Generals of it, as if te Re/ievs in 9 


> 
LY 12 
* 1.37 4 


* 
« N — — ͤ —— » — — = — _ — 3 » — —) — 
. ⁵˙—ͤ1vbnK 7 . 


1 
0 
: 
/ 
L 
ty 
14 
{4 
5 
1 
q 
- 


NEED re On I 


» $23 pas — — 
4 


_ a S 
. 8 "= : De 
— — . Dt AE — S. 


—— — ”% 
A — ETIISY 


[44] -* 
eg Ehe coutd poſlibly he perform'd 
without ticular: — 2 and Per- 
fsQions the Ob the Oue, and ſome deter- 
minate Modes and Rules neceſſary to the-Orbey. 
New, withour ſaying one Word to ſhew, what 
our Moderate Men ought to adhere to, they cer- 
 Gainly: ooght to adhere to ſomemhat: The Dif- 
_— between Us: and the Diſſenters are: ſo 
as at leaſt 2 3 — fer adde 
, repair to ſepurate Places of , 
and e divine Service in a different 4 : 
He that ever joins with em, mult therefore ap- 
prove of their doing theſe things ; nay, as often 
- as he joins with em, he actually does the ſame 
khings he ſubmits to a ſeparate Miuiſtty, &c. 
Now what Opinion can any, Diſſenter, wha 
thinks at all, form of choſe. Members of the 
Church; Who 2 e of their Diſſent, and yet 
de not iſſent allo? Or, who diſapprove of the 
. 2 yet Conform to it? He muſt needs 
upon em̃ to be Inſincere, guilry of Diſſimu- 
lation with the One or the Other, and to be either 
Church-Men, of Diſſenters in their Hearts, or nei- 
ther of 'em, for Both they cannot be; they cannot 


end 


— — Terms of Communion in the Charch to (| 


bevlawful, and yer ſuch, as the Diſſenters, at 
"as themſelves — not Henan to ad- 
1 

From ſuch Mew 5 nee ais indeed 
eaſy enough to diſcover, which of the Two 
they have moſt at Heart, the Chareſ or the Sepa- 
nation; beecauſe they are generally found to vin- 
dicare the ee from the Charge of Koch 
wit 


the Conſtitution and Eſtabliſhment of the Church, 
I ſhall not here undertake to prove, that the 


—_— = „ 1 9 os = 


and clear Reaſon 
felves to be miſtaken in this Point, and that the 


—— 
———— » — 


with more Zeal and Earaeſſne ſs, 3 de · 


fend the Charch and its Conſtitution ; But 


their other Practices this cannot be diſoover u; 


And the Honeſt Diſſenter, tho? he believes em 
to be more Friends co him, than they are to the 


Church, yet does not look upon em as truſty, 


and faithful. Friends to either, becauſe, if they 


have the ſame Thoughis of Separation, which he 
has, he thinks they ought to be xot only alwoff, 


but altogether Such, as He in. 
But becauſe ſome may imagine, that the 
Toleration of Diſſenters exempts not only them, 
but all thoſe too, who at any Time join with 
them, from the Imputation of ' Schifov, i. e. from 
any Violation of the Unity, any Offence agaia(t 


Caſe of Schiſm is the very ſame, as it was before 


ſuch Toleration was granted, but ſhall refor them 


to an excellent Treatiſe written ſome. Years ago, 


and entitl'd, The Charge of Schiſm continua d Rc. 


by which, if they underſtand common Senſe, 
ing, they will perceive them- 


Diſſenter are juſt as much guilty of Si now, 


as they were, before ſuch Toleration was granted: 


For, if they were guilty of Schi, before there 
were any Pens Laws againſt it: The Abroga- 


ting of thoſe Laws, or taking away the Penalties 


of them, leaves the Men, they were enacted 


againſt, but where they were before. Or if 


hey. were guilty: of: Schiſa, during the Time, 


3 a 
the Penaf Los wer in Fares, def uſt be fo, 
e 7 | wW 
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9 66 
when. fuck Laws are taken away. Otherwiſe 
Sabi would conſiſt in doing a thing, which in- 
eurs Penalty; ſo that there could be no Schiſm, 
when the Apoſtle complain dof it, becauſe there 
were no Human Laus in force againſt it, which 
inflicted Penalties upon thoſe, who ſhould be 
guilty of it; Nor can there be any Schiſm now a 
Days, if, according to the celebrated Notion of 
our Diſſenters, Sobiſm conſiſts in Uncharitable- 
neſs; becauſe there is no Pena Law againſt is. 
Much leſs. can the Church it ſelf be guilty of 
Sehiſme,, as ſome ha ve moſt ridiculouſly. pretend-, 
ed, till there be ſome Pena Law enacted againſt 
the Eftalliſi Church. Let me obſerve, (and, 
E hope, if the | Reaſoning; be juſt, no one will. 
find. fault with the Compariſon, ) that Fornica- 
tion is equally a Sin in thoſe Countries, where 
there are Lisens A Harlots, as in any other; and 
equally in | thoſe: Perſons, who are ſo Licens d, 
| ane thaſe, who commit it without a Diſpen- 

Goũ ms. ; he ©. 3 X 


FI. 


oy 
"I 
5 # 7 


V „ 
Ile be has Oljectians ag «inſt the Church, which: 


allige him conſtantly to abſent himſelf from its 
Communion and W orſbip, yet the Honeſt Difſenter, 
unleſs be can be throughly. perſwaded, that One of 


the Congregations. Separating from the Church has 
4. Mini ſter duly Authorizd ta Officiate in Holy 


Tings, will not join with au One of em; but, "till 
he can be ſai 4. of this, will aßſent himſelf from 
dem ad. SHY D129 3 3721 oo 
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ods onde end 194, 1 
2 And. this, 2 T.expect, will appear ſomewhat 


harſh and {urprizing ito: Port-Zealots, Rings 
Wau | 9 leaders 
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leaders of Sechs and Factions, if not to fore 
tolerably well-meaning Men amongſt U,; Por 
tho they make the Places and Modes of publick 
Worſhip, to be Matters of no Importance, yet 
the Neceſſity of publick Worſhip is, what they 
cannot but contend for; (tho', by the by, upon 
this very much depends the Neceſſity of — 
Modes and Places 3) fo that with or without 
Miniſtry, duly commiffion'd to teach and ad- 


miniſter Sacraments, they think the Congre- 
gation ought to aſſemble, and that any Mans 
private Perſonal Qualifications give him a 
Commiſſion to perform the Office! of a Miniſter 
amongſt em. LIP TT ET wo 

But, as tis not my Buſineſs here: 2 
-Lawfulneſs, or Uſurpation of any Miniſtry a- 
mongſt us, I ſhall only affirm, what I imagine 
no Man can well deny, that an Fhneſt Man will 


not join himſelf to an — — the Puſtor of 
105 


which has no Commiſſion to be ſo; ſo'that from 
hence all that will follow is, that every Diſſexter 
ought to make this Enquiry, to be ſatisfy'd, 
whether the Miniſter of his Congregation be 
Auly Authoriz d, and to:withdraw himſelf from 


ſuch, as he finds to be otherwiſe. The Reaſon 


of which is clear and unconteſtable; For no 
Man has Liberty to Wear, or to recelve Sacra- 
ments at the Hands of Ode, who has no Power 
to teach, or to adminiſſer them; Sue an One 
can be eſteem'd no other, than a ue, Propber, 
tan. Uncommiſſion'd; and uſurping Terher; b 

ſubmittiug to whom, (eſpecially where there 

a ſufficient Number of other legally appointed 
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Miniſters) [every Man becomes a Partaker, an 
Accomplide, or at. leaſt an Abetror of the Im- 


Poſtur e... „ e 

Wpscher a Divine Miſſion be nreeſſaty to au- 
thorize any Perſon, to, become a iMigiſter in 
Chriſt's Chorch,! is what I ſhall make no Queſtion 


Proof, af the Divine Inſtitution of the.Chriftian 
Mimiſry, ſhould avail: any thing with uHrheifls 
and Enthaſieſts, who art the only Men, who op- 
Poſe it: But if the Apoſties Queſtion, (How ſhall 
they Pregh,. except they heiſent 7) ſhould be an- 
ſwer'd afre. the aſſutoing and arrogant manner 
of ſome Men, Cas well, «s if they were fent,) He 
e and in a More politive ay con- 
gema d ſuch Uſurpation, when he talls the F- 
ems, that No Man taketh this Honopr unta him- 


ſelf, but he that is call do Cod, aswes Ar. 


I ſhall conclude this Point with ſuma few; Que- 
ies, Which, Lthigk every Man ought td aofwer 
ta himſelf, before he can ſafely, and conſcien- 
tiouſly join with any Congregation an the Publick 
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and Prophet 
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of that Spreetr; - Which: is call'd-bis 
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of; Nor gan it be expected, that the cleareſt I 
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Fourty, Are not all thoſe, who join with 


one het fo commiſſion'd, in ſome Mea ſure 
guilty of the ſame Uſurpation, tho not in ſo 
great a Degree, as he is, who acts in theſe 


Caſes without ſuch a Commiſſionn?ꝰ 


 Fifthly, Is not Acking in the ame of the S. 
. preme Power of any Society, without being au- 
thoriz d ſo to do, an Affront and an Abomina- 


tion, rather than a Service and Obedience to 
the Supreme Power thereof 


© 'Lafth, Is not private Worſhip alone more 


acceptable to God, than publick Worſhip per- 
form d by thoſe, ho in the very Act of it are 
guilty of an Affront, and an Abomination ? 


All which Queries being put, and anſwer e! 
in the Affirmative, as I judge they mult be, 


the Honeſt Diſſenter, if not ſatisfy d, as to the 


due Commiſſion of any one Miniſtry, (for 
that I do not here undertake to determine) 
will rather depend upon private Worſhip, than 
join with any publick Congregation. And 
he will be. the more inclin'd to do ſo, when he 


eonſiders, that the Apoſtle has, ſtil'd thoſe, to 
whom the Word of: Reconciliation is committed, 
Ambaſſadors for: Chriſt, who in Chriſt's ſtead 
pray the People to be reconcil'd to God. The 
Preaching of ſuch he looks upon as an Em- 
haſſy from Chrift ; And as he thinks it no ſmall 
Piece of Preſumption for a Man to deliver an 


Embaſſy, which he was not ſent to do; fo 


likewiſe he knows not how to excuſe receiving 


Auch, as the Miniſters, the Meſſengers, or Am. 


baſſadors of Chriſt. f 
13 4 The 
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» The' Howeſt Diſſenter is contented to have his own 
(Liberty, ind willing to allow every one the ſame ; 
[Therefore he does not endeavour to prejudice others 
gainſt the Church, who-of themſelves have no- 
ting at all to object gainſt it ; - He does not think 
himſelf” bouull to infuſe his own Scruples into them, 
And to male as many Proſelytes to Separation, as 
the $2885 0H bog oe W Fre i $38 $4 £20 
I have indeed already 'ſuppos'd the Homeft 
Diſſenter to think himſelf in the Right, and as 
a Conſequence of this, it may be urg'd, that 
he ought to perſwade others to be of his own 
Opinion. This would be true, were the main 
and fundamental Points of Chriſtianity the 
Matters in Diſpute between us, did we reject 
any neceſfary, or impoſe any unneceſſary Ar- 
Trielkr of Faith upon our own Members: But our 
Differences ariſing only about Points of Diſci- 
pline and Worſhip, (for as to Epiſcopal Ordina- 
Zion, I look upon the Diſſenters oppoling That 
20 be the. Conſequence, rather than the Cauſe 
_ «of their Separation) the Man, who objects 
againſt the churrh, muſt yet allow, that he, voo 
Has no Objection againſt it, may ſafely Con- 
form, and is ſo far a true Member of Chrift*s 
Church, as to be in a Way of Salvation. Scru- 
ples and Objections then being, what makes 
the Diſſenters deſire Liberty of Conſcience, i e. that 
they may ſeparate with Impunity, here's no 
manner of Obligation upon them to concern 
themſelves with other Men's Conſciences, but 
to let them have the ſame Liberty with them- 
8 | ſelves, 
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ſelves, i. e. to Worſhip God in ſuch a manner, 


as they think is beſt: And the Charity, upon 
which they excuſe their Separation, bids em 
let all thoſe alone, who are going on in a ſafe 
Way; ina Way, wherein they ſhall be Sav'd. 
A Diſſenter may indeed wiſh, that thoſe things 
in the Church, which offend him, were re- 
mov'd, in order to effect that Unity, which I: 
have before ſhew'd every Honeſt Man to be 
deſirous of; but he need not wiſh or deſire, 
that other Men ſhould be offended at the things, 
which at preſent they approve of; that in order 
to agree with him, they ſhould conceive a Diſ- 
guſt at, what they like, or ſhould reject, what 


they can and do readily comply witng . 


As to the Diſſenters having Liberty to In- 
ſtruct their own Children, and Educate em in 
their own Way, I cannot apprehend, that they 
have any Claim to the doing this in a Publick 
manner, in Schools, Nurſeriat, and Aeademies: 
(tho?; by the by, the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland 

re under more ſevere Prohibitions of this Kind. 
than the Diſſenters in England; ) yet the pri- 


vate Methods of doing this are ſtill in their: 


2wn Power, and within their Reach: But; 
were it not at all prohibited thus to Educate- 
#heir-Yourh, and had they;the utmoſt Liherey, 
tber could deſire in this Caſe, 1 do not ſee, 


hat Obligations they would have to make 


Uſe of it. For Liberty of | Conſcience ſuppoſes 


' ſome unavoidable, unanſwerable Scruples, for 


which Men therefore deſire to be indulg' d 


with Liberty; and this is all, that the Difſewers' 
woe" | them» 
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OE anc Improvements upon 
wget eee jo ons them. Now 


dan thofe Scruples e which are 
induſtriouſly infus d? Or can thoſe be unan- 


ſwerable, Which Men are taught to make, and 


adhere to? which they are purpoſely iuſtructed 


in, and inform'd how to plead, and contend 


for? Or can that be calld a Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience'; which deſerves Liberty and In- 


dulgence, when Prejudices have from their In- 
faney been with Care and Pains inſtill'd into 


Perſons, without which 'tis highly prebable, 


that ſome, if not all of em, would have been 


very well ſatisfy d with the chareh, would have 
had nothing to object againſt it, but conten- 


tedly have conform d with as tender a Conſci- 
enoe, as nom they ſeparate? The Truth of the 
matter is, the Honeſt Diffemer defires no more 
2 is as well pleas d to 
ſee Men go to a Chuyeb, as to a Conventicle, ſo 


than his own Liberiy: 


long as he believes, that they have nothing to 
object againſt that, which they Conform to; 
and, ualeſs he be purpoſely conſulted and ap- 
ply d to upon tlie very Points, he really thinks, 
that, 'which appears to him to be a ſufficient 


Objection againſt the Church, appears quite 


otherwiſe'ts "thoſe, who Conform to it, and is 
willing; that it ſhould do ſo, 'tho' the Conſe- 


quence were, that there ſhould be no Diffenrer | 


inthe next Generation. 


But eſpecially the Hoxe V Diffenter i is us wil. | 


ling to follow) the wn Pralle of his own 
| | Party, 
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Party, to a fg ae of tho, wht 
are Edvcated for Teatheys my them, and 
in training them up in a Method, an Art, or T 
may fay, a Rite of Praying Eatempore. Since 
he has ſo great an Opinion of Spzriraal Prayer, 
and the lively Devotion it ratſes ; he accounts. 
it to be a mere Cheat and Impoſture, when 
Children have been Diſciplin d and Taught in 
a Method of Prayer, (as in their Academies is 
tlie conſtant Practice,) from Foarteen or Fif- 
teen Years of Age, to the Time, they are ad- 
mitted to exerciſe publick Prayer and Preach- 
ing; afterall this, I fay, to pretend that ſuch 
Prayers, (which indeed are ſcarce ſo much as 
| Extempore,) are Spiritual, Matter and Words 
|| ſuggeſted by the Spirit, is an Ineonſiſtency, 
' which he cannot reconcile with the Principles 
of Honeſty ; And therefore, as he knows, that 
ſuch Prayer, as this, whatever it ſeems to,” or 
whatever Influence it has upon the Hearers, is 
to the Man, who Prays, as much an Exerciſe 
of the Art, he has learn'd, as Skizhr of Hand 
to a German Artiſt, he ſcorns to put upon 4 
Congregation of poor, illiterate People, With 
a vain Notion, that the Holy Man utrers thoſe 
Divine, thoſe raviſhing Prayers by the imme- 
ns and extraordinary Aſſiſtance of the Holy, 
0 ae much nig 


Bec anſe the Conſciente of the Honeſt Diſfenter 
is tender, as appears by his Scruples, and 0. 
jeftions againſt the Church, which he cannot anſwer, 
and his Non-conformity #þop their Arcount ; 1 
ene, | \* Fore 


— 
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* 


| fo Opinion. 


— #4. | ; [ <4 1 . | 
fore he 3s nexceptionable in his Life and Con- 
verſation; He allows himſelf in the Habitnal 


Practice of no Sin, becauſe his Conſcience is equally 


tender with Reſpet? to Vice, at tis with Reſpect 
A tender Conſcience is unqueſtionably the 
beſt Kind of Conſcience in the World; tis 


that, which prevents a Man's doing any thing, 


which he is not firmly perſwaded is Lawful ; 
and upon this Foundation it is, that the Honeſt 
Diſſenter builds his Separation, wiz. Becauſe he 
believes, Conformity with the Church would in 


him be a Sin. If his Conſcience then be really 


thus tender, whatever Temptation comes upon 
him, whether Honour invites, Intereſt per- 


ſwades, or Pleaſure allures him to 0 1 0 


Conſcience, being ſenſible of the leaſt Prick 
or Touch from any thing Unlawful, imme- 
diately forbids his Compliance : But in a more 
particular manner, he. will not allow any Sin 
to become habitual to him, becauſe that would 


fear and harden his Conſcience, or wound it 
deeper, than he could bear. | 


0 8 


* 


AQts of any Vice, (whether! 
or Debauchery, Lying, Cozening, or Defaming 
his Neighbours ; whether it be Covetouſneſs, 
or Uncharitableneſs, or-in ſhort any other 
wicked Practice) had much better plead, that 


he has no Conſcience, than, that he has One, 
which is peculiarly tender. If. ſuch. an One 


ſhould la, char he ,canoot. Conform 0 the 
Ee 


a 


Without Reflecting upon any particular per- 
fon, whoever is guilty of frequent and repeated 
| e it be Drunkenneſs, 
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'Charch,' becauſe his Conſcience is tender, and 
pricks him upon the leaft Motion made to- 
wards ſuch Conformity, tis impoſſible ſurely, 
that any Man ſhould believe him, but, who 
thinks the foregoing Vices to be no Sins, or 
that Conformity with the hurch is a far greater 
One: Belides, the things in themſelves are in- 
conſiſtent; for a tender Conſcience is afraid of 
being touch'd by any thing, that will prick, 
bruiſe or corrode it; All things unlawful are 
of this Kind; ſo that you will always find the 
ſtricteſt Piety, and Integrity in a Diſſenter, or 
the utmoſt Hypocriſy ; Conſcience has nothing 
to do with his Separation, or it will have to do 

with his whole Life and Converſation. 

And here I declare again, that I condemn 
no Man: But, if a Diſſenter upon the Exami- 
nation of himſelf. ſhould diſcover, that *tis a 

| vain Pretence, he has all along been making 
| Vle of, and that he has really no Plea to the 
Tndulgence granted to Men of tender Conſci- | 
_ ences, tis high Time for him to look about | 
him, upon more Accounts than One; He muft 
then begin, by a proper Compunction, to work - 
up his Conſcience to ſuch a true Tenderneſs, | | 
as will make him Corre& his Life, and his 
Principles together; and perſwade him, either 
not to Separate any longer, or to doit upon 
better Grounds, than he did before. 


© - The Honeſt Diſſenter is entirely and perfectly 
in Charity with all other Chriſtians; and "1 ; 


S 


i BY « © v ], nr 


, 


- verily believes, that t was at the firſt eſtabliſh 


- Adj - 
Ar , However they differ from him, be is willing to 
Helis that they doſo upon Principles of the ſame 


8 


I cangot indeed here agree with thoſe Men, 
Who make Uncharitableneſs the only thing, 


that fixes the Guilt of Schiſin upon a Separatiſt, 


and, that upon whatever other Accounts a Man 
Separates from the Ebbs Charch,, he is not 
| guilty of Schiſm. For we find thoſe charg'd 
by the Apo//c with this Crime, who were ig- 
narantiy and inſenſibly 2% d ta and fro, thro? 


their owa Weakneſs, like Children, or by the 


prevailing Treachery of others, with every Wind 
of Vockrine, by the Sleight of Men, aud cumming 
Craftineſs,, whereby they, lay in. wait to deceiut. 
So that they, who ſuffer themſelves to be im- 
pos d on by cunning and deſigning Men, to be 


ſeduc d, and led away. by them, tho they 


themſelves have no more ill Deſign, or Un- 


charitableneſs in them, than Children, are not 


excuſable, tho undoubtedly much more ſo, than 
their Leaders; and than they would be, if Un- 
charitableneſs were added to their Sgpar ation. 

But, what I here contend for, is, that the 


Diſſeater, who is Honeſt upon all the faregoing 


Accounts, mult be ſo upon this likewiſe, vis. 


That he is in Charity with all other Chriſfiavs; | 


'Tis not his Charity alone, that makes him 
Howeſt ; but, if he be, Honeſt, amongſt other 
things he 1s ſure to maintain his Charity ; ſo 
that, tho he had much rather the Conſtitution of 
the Church were alter d to bisown Mind, yet he 


upon 
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d upon the ſame; 4. e. that they, who 
JE tit, and they, who maintain it upon the foor, 

I ir new ſtands, neither had, nor have any other 
1, Reaſon for ſo doing, but the Neceſſity, or Expe- 
2 diency of things, and not to impoſe upon, and 
1 exerciſe a Tyrannical Dominion over the Con- 
n ſciences of Chriſtia ut. ny, 
t Thus likewiſe; whenever any thing is enacted 
d ſor che Additional Security of the Church, as by 
„ | Law eſtabliſb d, the Honeſt Diſſenter being not a- 

ö bridg'd in his Liberty, but mav'd; by the Charzty, 
© | he is poſſeſs d of, tho' he never ſo much diſlikes 
4 | the thing, aſcribes the doing of it to the Perſwa- 
! ſion of Men's Conſciences; He does not imme- 


|; diately' upon ſuch Occaſions, cry out, Tyranny ! 
''* Oppreſſion ! and Perſecution! For theſe are wicked 
Works, which he is not willing upon a bare Sur- 
miſe 6aly to charge any Man with, much leſs a 
' whole Body and Society of Chriſtians ; But he 
believes, that they, who ſet this new Guard and 
Fence' about the Charch, thought themſelves in- 
diſpenſably oblig'd to do ſo, as much as he thinks 
himſelf bound to ſeparate from that, which they 
thereby eſtabliſh, ſecure and maintain. 
And as the Honeſt Diſſenter expreſſes his Cha- 
I rity in theſe Particulars ; ſo does he farther in re- 
Ijecting thoſe Objections againſt the Church, Which 
are equally ridiculous and uncharitable; the molt 
remarkable One of which is the Charge of Popery, 
in choſe things particularly, wherein the Church 
das in a publick Manner declar'd her Intention 
eo be qume contrary iu, what Her Enemies would 
bx upon her. Thus to 5 that we 1 
1 | 2 
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| While 
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Wa 7.3 
Pray dips 
67 e N ha Lord's Supper, 
xy bf Atbrition, (u hereds no Man can niore 


e explain himfelf;” than tha o lurai has done 


ee Pattiedluts. ) This; Lay, is ſueh an 
l Oenſure, that yon will — 
che Montt Diſſenter talli aſter ais manner, Nor 
oes he oy that we Fray in dur Litany for 
3/4665; And Fig bemey- Men amongſt all theſe, that 
Pavel by Lind, br by Waters for: huren amongſt 
thät are heboutt} l Child, Ke. Becauſe, 


thole; 
| 75 Charity. for Us, he doas not think, that 


tay for theſeè exactly in the fame: Manner, 


and vil Regatd to the-fatne things, as for the 


Good and Fon f Part of Mankind; neither, as 
he has Charity for- Them too, does he imagine, 
thar they ought not to be Fray id for at agi: But, 


| when he thinks, that theſe wicked Pepple are in- 


eluded in thoſe: general Expreſſions, be takes it 
for granted chat We Pray for them Charitably, 
as We oughr to do; ſor Gad 4 common Mercies, 
which he pours down upon he Juſt, and abe Un- 


= juſt, and tor his peculiar Favour, that ſuch Sinners 
may ſee their Ertors, may be Converted, and Live. 


Im f —.— many more Inſtances in 
Ds ſſexter.expreſſes his Charity; 
Elpecially oye coridetnging the Church, for that 
fene Charitable: rings in her Litungy (and 
thit which moſt; expreſles:Her Tendernt 5 next 
to Her Indulgence of: tender Conſciences) the 
Hope, ſhe declavesy ſhe has of every Fetſon's Sale 
vation in the Bur ial. Ofict. u hot indeed the very 


leaſt Degree of Hbper due mat, which is next to 
c Wer Will ſuffice to warram this Expreſſion 
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god Pm; ſure, we can have no Certainty of any 
Man's Damnation, which will juſtify our Pronounes 
ing it, which we muſt in Effect do, did we uſe this 
Expreſſion for One, and' not for Another. But, I 


ſhall conclude with this One Remark, That, tho” I 
allow not Charity alone to be ſufficient to excuſe 


Segaration, yet Without this Norhing will excuſe it; 


U 


and tho a Man Speak with the Tongues of Men and of 


Angels, tho he has the Gift of * and under. 


ſtands all Myſteries, and all Knowleage, and tho? the 


being never ſo much Wiſer, and Better-gifted, than 


other Men, or to join with thoſe, that are ſo, in- 
duce him to Separate from the Church, yet, if he has 
nor Charity, he is become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinb- 
ling Cymbal. | 8 


) ( oy e one Word, or two more; 


he Honeſt Diſſenter may perhaps Read this, as well 
as ſome other Treatiſes the like Nature, tho he 
is before Hand inform'd, that they are wrote againſt 
many of his Party; He will judge of em, as he finds 
em, notwithſtanding all that others ean ſay to him; 
And, if upon Examination he finds, tliat he cannot 
Separate any longer, and be Honeſt, he will prefer 
the Latter; will rather renounce his Schiſm, bis 
Party, his 1 0 5 and every thing, than, What is 
deareſt to him, Ns Conſcience, and his Salvation. 


\ 


I q * * ag 4 2 „* 4 ? | * L , . 
* 4 1 3 - P 7 
FIN J. $--5 #534 4:0 -.4.; 44 6 +U8%9 
4 
* 


ET phos 6 yt 10 5 Py... - 
* 3 4 N * ar 7 


Is 51 8 4 1 1 1 11.0 N 2 BAT 7 
pa — 1. 00 ce oy 


105 ice — ei ir. % 88s Th: ER 
Int : | 


j 


e, aueh, f W Spb a 


ſerstiontm Latinem & ' vocam,. difficik | SORTS .. 
ſecerunt PuFoulker & 7. 8 is Chriſti A. 8 : 
Dt. Newtons Sermon before Ty at Winner, Neue % 
e ee e e e ee 
on a 8 ore ; 
the Prices 55 bit, and the" M's 'of ths Royal: Fat 1 — 
: ö oy Rec leffing of. end... A erman ar the EL Chair of 
Serv, July: 7: 1 * I Rich . | or 
Va Seeg * 00 ef Book ati A tte 
8 Mwer to a iece 0 a t 
By a Man _ Buſi — api 6d. 17 1, a Royal, 
Pertumnus. An Epiſtle to Mr. Jacob Bobart, Botany Probefior tf 


Dae of tu and Keeper of rhe PhyſichaGorden,. By. the A 
| Fox pF ghe 77 Foes price 6d. oe 
1 10 0 7 . of pF Paul's Epiſtle to the Riwgyr + 
143 5 ination; & " es Sor 12 w_ 8 bos 
r. Wis Sr et the ament, md alt Ob. 
e wer 'd; WI 25 Te Tg 10 S877 0 
„ forth in che bee ommo 8 We 


. * * wh — 
— — a — = 
= 


_ 


— 
—— —— — — 7 * 
- . - — * * * 
— = Y b . 4 - — 5 — 
a — — — a3 8 4 2 - ” * - — 2 
4 . 8 — — = — — 5 = — © a — - 1 
8 4 — => — A oY tag” "Bn ma — : Fa 5222 n " 4 * 
„ 2 > os oe NS . = = — — . r | W 
: A 1 N =) — r . — — — — — a, = — * _ 
- o LS: + SOL EW 2 1 CIS — * 2 3 — : \ 
: I - B — . 3 . — - — — * - 
— - = R 4 8 
| - ; = : = # : : 4 — 
: "JN . 2 ? * * wed >” DI ER 
1 : 4 7 1 3 * 
3 | g 4 WAIT 5 . p 
- 6 Wie. * ? . 3 by 
; - \ . — 6 3 _ 


= 9 
—— 
— * 
” 


Hoſes, 


19195 


The e IT our Reaſon, ; in "A 
15 * ys ar che C {Chnech' of. Sdr fn Relay. 
| Richard £yr Cn Ray af che chuck wy Sarum. With 
2 Wh 2 — voor wt Dr. r Price 6d. 1 
; 7 appineſs of Delighting in GOD. A ws Fiend d 
5 before the Univerſity of 8 By Digby e A. 1 
_ Qrater af the Univerſity , Fellow POCO 
Second Dn Fiel fd 1A 66 5 


* , 
*y —_ 
* * 
— 


